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Last month when Phyllis and I met to discuss our upcoming tenure as co-presidents, Phyllis asked, what goals 
should we have?  For Phyllis, her first goal was to double the size of our organization.  For me, it was for everyone 
to grow their business 15%. 
 
Doubling our size can be accomplished if each of us brings just one person into our chapter.  Making this possible 
is simple as long as we understand that our organization must be relevant.  No one is going to spend time and 

money to be part of something if it is not relevant to their life.  To me relevancy comes in the form of education; make me more 
knowledgeable about how to run my business, to be a better person and how to make a difference in our community and you 
have value and are relevant.  Help me put cars in my bays and you are relevant.  Waste my time and I am gone.  A strong year 
long program, opportunity to interact and to be made aware of growth opportunities is what our agenda will be about.    
 
15% growth!  Right now is the most challenging and exciting time I have ever experienced in the nine years I have owned Plaza 
Automotive Center.  The challenges for a local business have never been more obvious; succeed or die, very few options exist.  If 
you cannot meet payroll, if you cannot provide the services needed today you might as well close shop and go home.  Ladies and 
Taz, this is gut check time.  So growth begins with a lot of looking in the mirror.   
 
The fist question needed answering is; Are your standards high enough?  Why would someone do business with you?  Everyone 
in our chapter pays taxes, drives a car, has insurance, has skin, has hair, owns a home or knows someone who does – why are 
they not doing business with you?  I know 100% market share is a dream that is met with failure.  I know not everyone is going 
to bring their car into my shop, but that should not stop me from operating with a set of standards that cannot be matched by 
anyone.  Success, unparalleled success is always equally matched with unparalleled failure.  Standards that you commit to should 
push you well into the uncomfortable zone; should force you to seek out solutions that no one knows exist.  Standards should 
force you every day to wake up scared and go to sleep exhausted.  Today, more than ever, your ability or inability to differentiate 
yourself will be exposed.   
 
As business people we need to surround ourselves with people who share our values, who push us to higher achievement and can 
mentor us through this process.  Our chapter offers just that, we have members who have retired and can mentor and share their 
experiences with us still going at it, we have members who are engaged in successful business practices and most important we 
are friends who want others to succeed. 
 
A business is organic, either it grows or it dies.  On August 1, 2009, write down your numbers for the past year.  Add 15% and on 
July 31, 2010 you are invited to our “plus 15” party! And don’t forget to bring the new member you brought into our chapter.  
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How to Achieve Your Business Goals AND Lead a Balanced Life 
 

As a “country girl” from the Deep South, Sandra Sanders raised herself from Northern Louisiana to become one of 
the most successful real estate broker owners in the area.  Currently, Ms. Sanders is CEO of Peninsula Escrow with 
five South Bay locations and Broker/Owner of RE/MAX Palos Verdes/Execs with six offices and over 400 agents. 
 
During her riveting presentation, you’ll learn: 

·  It doesn’t matter where you start!  
·  Find your passion.  

 
                    2009 - 2010 In Coming Officers - Co-Presidents -  Mitch Harmatz and Phyllis Ligon 

Co-Vice Presidents - Mitch Harmatz and Phyllis Ligo n, Secretary - Linda Moore 
Treasurer - Taz Latham 
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August 2009  
 
BIRTHDAYS :  
Branka Maglica   19th  
 
ANNIVERSARY’S :   
Nancy Chilson   2005 
 

 

ABWA Meeting Location 
Ports ‘O’ Call Restaurant in the Captain’s Room 

Tuesday, August 11th, 2009 
                 6:00 pm Registration and networking * 6:30 Dinner / COST $25.00 

 
Call your “Phone Tree Captain ” in advance and let her know how many guests and w hat they would like to eat for dinner; 

chicken, steak, fish, vegetarian. and fruit plates,  and how many would be attending dinner  by Friday,  August 7th , we really need a count 
of how many people are coming. If she does not hear  from you, be expecting a call. Tree Captains, plea se call Reservation Captain, 

Phyllis Ligon at 323-515-4010 - direct line  
with an update on how many people attending. 

 
  

 
 

Committee Chairs for 2009/2010 

Author’s Day-Rosie Hickman            
Newsletter Editor, Historian-Nancy Ventura 
Scholarship-Annette Ciketic 
Membership-Jeannine Shearing and Susan Latham 
Website-Kristina Smith 
Website Representative-Rosie Hickman (works with Kristina) 
Hospitality -Phyllis Ligon 
Public Relations-Mitch Harmatz 
Social Events-Linda Moore and Nancy Ventura 
Sunshine-JoAnn Brett 
50/50-Delora Bertsch 
 

Holiday Baskets/Boutique- To be determined if this function will continue 
Board discussed an alternative fundraiser to be held in the fall, ideas welcome… 

 
2009/2010 “Woman of the Year” Candy Messer 

 
If you haven’t attended an ABWA National Convention, 

now is the time.  You can see ABWA National 
Headquarters, Kansas City, Missouri 
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Money Resolutions 

Six sound moves for a fiscally fit future 
 

1. Get organized. 
2. Make copies of important documents.       
3. Start a plan for getting out of debt. 
4. Review your 401 (K) Plan. 
5.  Check your insurance coverage.   
6. Review your estate plan.   

 
 
                                                                                                                            

By Lara Callister, agent  
                            with The Prudential Insurance Company 
 
           ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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American Business Women’s Association 
Peninsula Chapter Meeting Notes July 14, 2009 

President, Sue Lopez opened the meeting at 6:30 pm with the Invocation and Flag Salute. Self-
Introductions by the members and guests followed. 

 It was an evening of celebration. Scholarship Chairman, Annette Ciketic, introduced the recipients and 
distributed their ABWA 2009 Scholarship awards. We had the honor and pleasure to listen to the different 
life stories and aspirations of the recipients that were able to be with us. For those of us who were on the 
committee, reading through each story made it all the more touching and profound an experience.  One of 
our recipients Virian Gonzalez-Valdez, Music major, sang a beautiful song for us Acappella. We had quite 
a few entering the health field, nursing, holistic health, and nutrition to name a few.  A very diverse and 
talented group and it is always rewarding for all our hard work with our fundraisers to come to fruition. 

Our second celebration was the installation of our new officers for 2009-2010. 

Co-President and Co-Vice President-  Phyllis Ligon and Mitch Harmatz 

Treasurer- Taz Latham      Secretary- Linda Moore 

Thank you to our previous board for the past year of service.  

Sue Lopez, President          Mitch Harmatz- Vice-President 

Treasurer- Delora Bertsch      Secretary- Rosie Hickman 

Business Meeting: 
 

Treasurer’s Report- Motion to approve, seconded, all approved 
 

Secretary Notes- Motion to approve, seconded, all approved 
 

2010 Author’s Day will be February 28, 2010. 
 

Linda Moore- Took names for next event at Norris Theatre.  Jan. 26, 2010 Neil Diamond Impersonator. 
 

     Respectfully submitted by Rosie Hickman, Secretary 

Thank you for trusting in me and letting me be of service. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Ability is what you are capable of doing. 
Motivation determines what you do. 

Attitude determines how well you do it. 
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Special Announcement:    
Branka  Maglica underwent a knee operation Thursday, July 30th.    We are happy to report Branka is doing well and is 
on the road to recovery.   E-mails and cards will cheer her up and bring sunshine into her life.   E-mail: 
bmzlarin@aol.com and Address: 1284 W. 24th St.  San Pedro 90731………………………………………………………….. 
 
We have (2) two new members that joined ABWA in July:  
Jean Marie Gerhardt and Marjam Odabace   Both of them have been added to our new roster list e-mailed to you  by 
Susan Latham.  ABWA Welcome’s you to our Chapter… 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALENDAR OF AUGUST  EVENTS 2009:        
 

August 1st,  Saturday - 11:00am to 9:00pm - The Taste of San Pedro - if you want a fun day mark the date. 
August 6th, Thursday, 5:00pm to 9:30pm San Pedro Downtown Art Walk - give yourself a break and enjoy the 
evening. 
August 8th -Saturday,7:30pm,  - “As You Like It”  Shakespeare by the Sea - Point Fermin Park - 807 Paseo del 
Mar, San Pedro, FREE admission 
August 14th Friday, 8:00pm - The Crooked Jades at The Grand Annex - (Old Time Americana with 21st century 
style, featured on the soundtrack for “Into the Wild").  All shows are $15 advance, $20 at door.  
August - San Pedro Chamber Mixer - NO MIXER until next month 
August 26TH, Thursday, 5:30pm-7:30pm  P.V. Chamber Annual Reginal Mixer  - Seaside Lagoon 200 Portofino 
Way, Redondo Beach. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mission Statement 
The Peninsula Chapter of American Business Women’s Association mission statement is to bring together  businesswomen and men 
from diverse backgrounds and occupations and provide opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally and 

professionally through leadership, 
education, networking support and national recognition. 

 

 
Building your Network 

Strong, powerful networks have four key qualities (1) quality, (2) relationships, (3) diversity, and (4) quantity. 
Building your network isn’t hard, but it takes planning, attention to detail, and sensitivity to others’ needs. Your most effective tool is 

your existing network. 
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FOR ADDITIONAL EVENTS  
CHECK  IT OUT 
www.pedrocalendar.com  �

 
Quality Furniture 

 
MARILEE SPARGUR 

Interior Designer 
 

Phone:  310-918-7626 cell 
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       Capt. -  Nancy Chilson  310 316-1387 P Capt. - Linda Moore 310 544-2253 

P Mitch Harmatz 310 831-2888 P Candy Messer 310 831-6112 

  Jackie Jaakola 310 704-5576 cell P Nancy Ventura 310 617-9127 cell 

P Patti Guiterrez 310 462-6037 P Branka Maglica 310 537-5469 

 Marjem Odabace 310-547-2900  Jackie Nagel 310 519-1947 

  Jean Marie Geshardt  310-265-8604  WWW.ABWA.WS  

 

P Capt - Rosie Hickman 310 832-8762 P Capt - Marilee Spargur 310 918-7626 cell 

  Delora Bertsch 310 404-6194   Liz Schindler-Johnson 310 831-4040 

P JoAnn Brett 310 241-0056   Phyllis Ligon 310 541-2146 

  Ginny Lowell 310 832-0934   Susan & Taz Latham 310 514-1972 

  Marilyn Day 310 833-7030     
 
* P = Permanent list  
 Phyllis Ligon  will need to be called by the 
 PHONE TREE CAPTAIN with a count at:: 323-515-4010*** 
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………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 

*Remember to collect those items for Our Troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  We can start early in 2009 for the next delivery/s. 
Bring them to our monthly meetings at Port ‘O Call Restaurant.  I know the troops are grateful for anything we send them and the 

cash donation for postage helps get it there…...Sue Lopez will give the items to the person that’s mailing out packages.�
 
�
�

P Capt. - Sue Lopez 951 672-9944 

P Annette Ciketic 310 832-0815 

P 
 
Phyllis Weitzman 310 377-7232 

 
 
Jeannine Shearing 310 241-1488 
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American Business Women’s Association - “Changing women’s lives, one woman at a time.” 

Nancy Ventura, Editor   19203 Reinhart Avenue, Carson, CA  90746 
Editor - E-mail : nanrufina@aol.com 
www.abwa.ws 
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