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Gloria Lockhart
�CEO of Toberman�Family Center�was a�Guest Speaker. Once again we’ve 
out done ourselves with the great speakers presented at our meetings.  We look forward to 
our own Jackie Nagel to present us with a dynamic talk on “Social Networking” in June.   
 

Our great Membership Open House was a real success and I am sure we will have new 
members from those who attended.   Thanks again to all who were involved.  And a big 

thanks to all those who continue to invite new people to our meetings and we know very soon our 
membership will grow to great numbers.  I know our new leadership for 2009/2010  in July will do great 
things. 
 

We look forward to our Scholarship Committee to present those lucky and deserving students who will take 
advantage of the $8,000 we will be giving in scholarships this year.   
 

** I just became a Great-Grandmother for the third time.  A beautifully healthy baby boy named Shane 
Alexander.   

Guest Speaker: ��
������������
������������
������������
����������� �������“Taking on Social Networking”  
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ABWA Meeting Location 
Ports ‘O’ Call Restaurant in the Breakwater Room 

Tuesday, June 9th, 2009 
                 6:00 pm Registration and networkin g * 6:30 Dinner / COST $25.00 

 
Call your “Phone Tree Captain ” in advance and let her know how many guests and w hat they would like to eat for dinner; 

ONE TIME ONLY; Oriental Chicken Salad, Chicken Caes ar Salad, Salmon Caesar Salad - soup and dessert . by Friday,  
June 5th , we really need a count of how many people are com ing. If she does not hear from you, be expecting a call. Tree 

Captains, please call Reservation Captain, Phyllis Ligon at 310- 750-5360  
with an update on how many people attending. 

 








2008 – 2009 Officers - President – Sue Lopez.  Vice-President – Mitch H armatz . 
Co-Secretaries - Patti Gutierrez & Rosie Hickman.  Treasurer – Delora Bertsch 

�



June 2009  
 
BIRTHDAYS :  
 Annette Ciketic   13th 
Lis  Schindler-Johnson  
20th 
 
ANNIVERSARY’S :  
None  
 

 

COMMITEE CHAIRS FOR 2008 -2009 

Authors Day – Rosie Hickman 
Fundraiser - * 
Historian/Photographer – Nancy Ventura 
Holiday Baskets – Susan Latham 
Hospitality/Dinner Reservations – Phyllis Ligon  
Membership – Phyllis Ligon 
Newsletter Editor – Nancy Ventura 
Public Relations/publicity – Mitch Harmatz*  
Program/Speakers –  * Mitch Harmatz and Jeannine Shearing 
Roster – Delora Bertsch 
Social Events – Linda Moore*                                                                                
Sunshine/Cards to members – JoAnn Brett 
Scholarship – Annette Ciketic 
Website – Kristina Smith 
50/50 Drawing – Taz Latham 
 

In Coming Officers for 2009/2010 

Authors Day- Rosie Hickman 
Historian and Newsletter: Nancy Ventura 
Scholarship-Annette Ciketic 
Membership- Jeannine Shearing and Susan Latham 
Website-Kristina Smith 
Website Representative-Rosie Hickman (works with Kristina) 
Hospitality -Phyllis Ligon 
Program- Robbie Moter (new member) 
Public Relations- Mitch Harmatz 
Social Events- Linda Moore and Nancy Ventura 
Sunshine- Jo Ann Brett 
50/50- Delora Bertsch 
Holiday Baskets/Boutique- To be determined if this function will continue 

Board discussed an alternative fundraiser to be held in the fall, ideas welcome 
 

2008-2009 Woman of the Year” Rosie Hickman 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Highlights of the night… Gloria Lockhart CEO of Toberman Family Center 
                                                                       May 12th Speaker 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
ABWA Membership Drive 
April 30, 2009 
JAVA CITY 
Coffee House 
San Pedro  

 

 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
Delora Bertsch in her studio at the Angel's Gate Ar tist/s 

 Open House  
May 3rd.  

 
 

ABWA   ABWA   ABWA   ABWA  ABWA  ABWA   ABWA   ABWA   ABWA  ABWA  ABWA��� 

American Business Women’s Association 
 Peninsula Chapter Meeting Notes May 13, 2009 

President, Sue Lopez opened the meeting at 6:30 pm with the Invocation and Flag Salute. Self-Introductions by 
members and guests followed. 
 
Our Speaker was Gloria Lockhart, President and CEO of Toberman Family Center. Ms. Lockhart had to deal with 
many adversities on her “Climb to the Top”. As a small child her mother packed them up to get away from her 
abusive husband. This was her first bus trip and her first experience with segregation. Her mother not being able to 
make it financially was forced to give Gloria up to relatives.  Unfortunately, her adopted Father ended up molesting 
her. As family patterns tend to repeat, she ended up in an abusive marriage. Through all this and other negative 
influences, Ms. Lockhart learned to be resilient and persevere. Later, she went on to be in the Olympics, one of the 
first African American women to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro and the first in her family to graduate from college. Her 
accomplishments in developing and implementing various programs for the city are too numerous to list. Ms. 
Lockhart is a remarkable women and an inspiration to us all. For more information and her bio: www.toberman.org  

Business Meeting: 
Voted, seconded and all approved the new officers for (2009-2010).  

Co-Presidents and Co-Vice Presidents- Phyllis Ligon and Mitch Harmatz 

Treasurer- Taz Latham 

Secretary- Linda Moore 

Women of the Year- Rosie Hickman(2008-2009) announced two candidates in review for the 2009-2010. 

Jeannine Shearing and team were congratulated for a successful Membership open house. 

Annette Ciketic- Scholarship chairman: Committee to meet Tuesday May 19, 2009 to decide recipients. 

Sue Lopez reviewed ABWA dues. National (is due on members anniversary) Local $24.00 due in October. 

50/50 drawing 

Sue Lopez closed meeting at 8:10 pm with Benediction                 Respectfully Submitted by Co-Secretary Rosie Hickman 

�
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                                 L.A. Festival of Books 

                                       UCLA Campus) 
                               April 25th-26th, 2009 

 
Days in the life of Phyllis Ligon 
 
For the members of ABWA that do not know some of the authors Phyllis writes about, some of them have 
become very good friends of ABWA. 
 
L.A. Festival of Books has a yearly event; and Phyllis invites some of the authors, if available, to speak at 
our ABWA’s Author’s Day. She just loves going and knows almost everybody 
 
Phyllis and her sister Linda spent the weekend at UCLA attending discussion sessions, checking out new 
authors to delight you and  meets old favorites like Denise Hamilton, Patricia Smiley, Thomas Perry, Lee 
and Todd Goldberg, and Judith Freeman.  
 
The most amazing talk she ever heard was from Ray Bradbury, who is quite old, I'm guessing around 89 
years old.  He quoted, “we should all do what we love and love what we do”. That is the most important 
thing for him.  
 
He told some amazing stories. He wrote a screenplay for Gene Kelly who gave it back to him saying he 
could not get financing for the project.  So Ray rewrote the screenplay and sold it to Disney, and they 
named it “Something Wicked This Way Comes” was made.  
 
Ray said he has total recall. He was a lazy baby and stay 10 months in his mother’s womb. When he came 
out, he could see, hear and recalls being born! Truly an amazing story. 
 
On the way home they stopped by Helie Lee's house and visited with her.  You may recall she was one of 
our Author's who wrote Still Life with Rice and In the Absence of Sun .  She is remarried and lives in 
Cheviot Hills with her husband Ken Mok, Executive Producer of American's Next Top Model, they live in 
this fantastic modern home with 4 floors and an elevator.  Good news! She is pregnant with TWINS due on 
Halloween! 
 
Several new authors to consider for our events are: Mark H. Smith , Mystery writer who is funny like Bill 
Fitzhugh, he wrote Moist, Delicious and Salty, and Zoe Ferraris's Finding Nouf set in Saudi Arabia. It 
won the Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction.  Nina Revoyr was a Mystery/Thriller finalist for  The 
Age of Dreaming that sounds amazing! 
 

 
 
 
     
 

                                   Mark H. S                 Zoe Ferraris         Nina Revoyr�
 
 

Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success.  
If you love what you are doing, you will be successful. 

Albert Schweitzer 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2009        
 
June 4th, Thursday, 5:00pm to 9:30pm San Pedro Downtown Art Walk - lots to see 
 
June 6th & 7 th, Saturday/Sunday - The 22nd Annual Palos Verdes Street Fair and Music Festival,  
On the Saturday 6th, time: 10am-10pm, Sunday, June 7th, 10am-9pm 
 

June 18th, Thursday 5:30pm-7:30pm  P.V. Chamber Evening Mixer, at Malaga Bank, (RPV Branch)  

All Mixers take place from 5:30 to 7:30p.m on the third Thursday of the month.  Cost is $10 for members and $15 for 
guests (includes one complimentary drink ticket and one raffle ticket. 
 

June 24th,  Wednesday at 5:30pm to 7:30pm - San Pedro Chamber Ribbon Cutting Mixer - at Marcello’s 
Restaurant,  470 W. 7th Street, San Pedro 
 

June 28th at 6:00 pm and at 8:30 pm - Warrner Grand - Special concert with Hawaiian and Jazz Entertainer Bill 
Tapia. In celebration of his 101st birthday, Hawaiian ukulele player will give two back-to-back shows.  Advance 
tickets are $35 or $40 at the door.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marilee Spargur -  New Home Phone #:                           
                                         1-310-691-4113 
 
 
 
            ABWA   ABWA   ABWA   ABWA  ABWA  ABWA   ABWA   ABWA   ABWA  ABWA  ABWA���ABWA  
 

                                                       
Mission Statement 

The Peninsula Chapter of American Business Women’s Association mission statement is to bring together  
businesswomen and men from diverse backgrounds and occupations and provide opportunities for them to 

help themselves and others grow personally and professionally through leadership, 
education, networking support and national recognition. 

 

Building your Network 
Strong, powerful networks have four key qualities (1) quality, (2) relationships, (3) diversity, and (4) quantity. 

 

Building your network isn’t hard, but it takes planning, attention to detail, and sensitivity to others’ needs. 
Your most effective tool is your existing network. 
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FOR ADDITIONAL EVENTS  
CHECK  IT OUT 
www.pedrocalendar.com  �

 
Quality Furniture 

 
MARILEE SPARGUR 
Interior Designer 
 
Phone:  310-918-7626 cell 
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This e-mail was sent from The American Business Women's Association (webmail@abwa.org) to 
nanrufina@aol.com. 
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       Capt. -  Nancy Chilson  310 316-1387 P Capt. - Linda Moore 310 544-2253 

P Mitch Harmatz 310 831-2888 P Candy Messer 310 831-6112 

  Jackie Jaakola 310 704-5576 cell P Nancy Ventura 310 617-9127 cell 

P Patti Guiterrez 310 462-6037 P Branka Maglica 310 537-5469 

    Jackie Nagel 310 519-1947 

      WWW.ABWA..WS  

 
P Capt - Rosie Hickman 310 832-8762 P Capt - Marilee Spargur 310 918-7626 cell 

  Delora Bertsch 310 404-6194   Liz Schindler-Johnson 310 831-4040 

P JoAnn Brett 310 241-0056   Phyllis Ligon 310 541-2146 

  Ginny Lowell 310 832-0934   Susan & Taz Latham 310 514-1972 

  Marilyn Day 310 833-7030     
 
* P = Permanent list  
 Phyllis Ligon  will need to be called by the 
 PHONE TREE CAPTAIN with a count at: 310- 539-9666 
 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Phyllis Ligon at (310) 539-9666 
………………………………………………………………………………… 

*Remember to collect those items for Our Troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  We can start early in 2009 for the next 
delivery/s. Bring them to our monthly meetings at Port ‘O Call Restaurant.  I know the troops are grateful for anything 
we send them and the cash donation for postage helps get it there…...Sue Lopez will give the items to the person that’s 
mailing out packages.�
 

P Capt. - Sue Lopez 951 672-9944 
P Annette Ciketic 310 832-0815 
P Phyllis Weitzman 310 377-7232 
 Jeannine Shearing 310 241-1488 



�
�

DAD, 
When I was born, 

You were there to catch me when I fall, whenever an d 
wherever. 

When I said my first words, 
You were there for me, 

to teach me the whole dictionary if need be. 
When I took my first steps, 

You were there to encourage me on. 
When I had my first day at school, 

you were there to give me advice and help me with m y 
homework. 

I still haven’t finished school, 
or walked down the aisle, or had my first child. 

But I know you will be there for me through all the se times 
and more, the good and bad. 
So I just wrote this to say  

'I LOVE YOU DAD!!! .�
�
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American Business Women’s Association - “Changing women’s lives, one woman at a time.” 

Nancy Ventura, Editor   19203 Reinhart Avenue, Carson, CA  90746 
Editor - E-mail : nanrufina@aol.com 
www.abwa.ws 
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